Table of Contents

INEFOTUCTION .. s s s s e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeaeeeaaaeeeaaaaaeaeaaeaeens 2
LItEratUure MEVIEW ......eeeeieiieee s Error! Bookmark not defined.
The Structure of the Education System.........ccovveeeeieeiiiiiiiiiiiie e, Error! Bookmark not defined.
Language in @dUCATION .....cceeeiieeiiiceee e Error! Bookmark not defined.
The Educational Environment and Quality of Education......................... Error! Bookmark not defined.
Comparative ANalysiS......ccoeeiiuii i Error! Bookmark not defined.
V[N Voo Lol [ Y=V AU Error! Bookmark not defined.
Autoethnography as a Qualitative Research Method.............cccocuuneeeii. Error! Bookmark not defined.
Advantages and Disadvantages of Autoethnography ..........cccceeeevvvvnnnee. Error! Bookmark not defined.
Research Methods in Autoethnography.........cccccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiin e, Error! Bookmark not defined.
Ethical CoNSiderations.........ooviuiiiriiiieeieiieee e Error! Bookmark not defined.
AULORtNNOZIAPNY ..o Error! Bookmark not defined.
Reflection and conClUSiON.........ooocuieiiiiiieiiiiie e Error! Bookmark not defined.

LY (=L =] Lol =I S 11



Educational Autoethnography 2

Introduction

Autoethnography is an approach of research thatintegrates auto-biography and ethnography to explore
the individual within cultural, social and educational settings. Thatis why, as a method of qualitative
research, itrelies onthe experiences of asingle researcherto explore personaland social factors. Thisis
a very effective research method as it helpsto get closerto the essence of human experiences, it creates
a place for exploration of the irrational and unconscious aspects of life.

Autoethnography plays asignificantrole in educational research as it helps to understand the dynamics
of cultural, institutional, and interpersonal factors that shape learning and teaching. It can offera deep
contemplation on education experiences, teaching processes, and contexts within which these
experiences emerge. Autoethnography enables readers to relate to matters of identity, ability, and
change and thus the textis beneficial to teaching practices, policies, and curriculum.

SCIENCE _,

METHODS

Autoethnographyisalsoinstrumental in narrative and storytellingin education thatfocuses on the life
experiences of learners and instructors. This unfreezing breaks with the conventional paradigms that
look foracceptance, participation, and a widerview of learning, thus enrichinga more welcoming
educational experience (Bochner & Earls, 2016).

Literature Review

The Structure of the Education System in Nigeria

The education systemin Nigeriais structured into three main levels: which includes primary education,
secondary education, and highereducation. Basiceducationis forsix yearsand is free forevery child, it
lays a framework of educational system. Curriculum at this level involves offering such subjects as
mathematics, English; science, social studies, and physical education with an aim of offeringageneral
education with core skills.

Secondary educationisfurther categorized into junior secondary and senior secondary, each spanning
overthree years. The junior secondary education is an extension of general education received in the
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primary school but with some advancementin curriculum. They are basictechnology, home economics,
agricultural science among others, which offervocational skills in addition to the conventionalacademic
curriculum. Afterthe junior secondary education, the students sitforthe Basic Education Certificate
Examination (BECE), through which they get promoted to seniorsecondary education.

Secondary education is more individualized as students are expected to choose between academicand
vocational programs accordingto their preferences of the courses they’d like to pursue in the future. The
teachingsubjects comprise of compulsory subjects such as English, Mathematics, and any one major
Nigerianlanguage, and then optional subjectsin science, art, and commercial groups. Senior secondary
school studentsssitforthe West African Senior School Certificate Examination (WASSCE) to enhance their
chances of securingaplace in highereducation institutions.

Nigerian tertiary institutions encompass Universities, Polytechnics, and Colleges of Education, which
offerundergraduate and postgraduate degrees. Universities offer bachelor’s degree programin many
disciplines, and polytechnics offer diploma and higher national diploma (HND) in technical and
vocationally related fields. These Universities mainly prepare teachers for primary and secondary schools
and offer Nigerian Certificatein Education (NCE) qualification. The key role of the highereducation
sectoris to produce competent graduates who will help to shape the socio-economicfuture of the
country.

Language in Education

Englishisthe medium of instruction in Nigeria due to the country’s colonial background and its current
status as an international language. English is taughtin the primary, secondary, and tertiary institutions
as a medium of instruction and communication in a multilingual nation. The widespread use of Englishin
schools aids the studentsintheir preparedness for higherlearninginstitutions and the global
employment market.

However, there are also many indigenous languages spoken in Nigeria, anditisa common practice to
use the local language as one of the languages of instruction in primary schools. Thisisin compliance
with the National Policy on Education that advocates forthe use of the mothertongueinthe initial years
of learning. Introduction of local languages in classroom assists in the maintenance of cultural diversities,
improvement of learningin young children and boosts up a sense of self-identification.

This shiftto English medium tends to take place duringthe lateryears of the primary education. This
gradual transition helps the students to remainin touch with theirown regional language while they also
learn English —the global lingua franca. However, the implementation of the policy is not without certain
challenges:the bilingual teachers are often not fluentin both English and indigenous languages; and
thereislimited availability of instructional materials inindigenous languages.

The Educational Environment and Quality of Education

Thus, the educational environmentin Nigeriais also significantly different between urban and rural
settings in terms of facilities, equipment, and qualifications of teachers. Urban schools enjoy more
resource endowmentinterms of infrastructure, qualified teachers and the availability of school facilities
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like textbooks, libraries and information technology. These advantages lead to increased performance
amongstudentsand improved overall education standards in urban settings.

However, thereare problems that affect rural schools such as absence of facilities, noteachingaidsand
meager resources. Asignificant number of rural schools are housed in poorly constructed structures,
inadequate classroom space, and poorinfrastructure such as waterand electricity supply. Teachers are
not well trained, especially those workingin the rural schools and there may be many studentsina class
whichinhibits teachingand learning. They lead to a reverse of educational quality and student
achievement between the urbanand rural areas.

Nevertheless, the Nigerian education system has its daunting challenges but still focuses much on
educational accomplishment, logic, and originality. Locally, there is arises government quest to raise the
guality of education across the country through developing school physical structures, supplying
adequate teachingaids, and enhancing the capacity of teachers through professional development. Also,
it hasbeen observed that NGOs and international partners are now assuming vitalrolesin providing
educationinthe state and particularlyinthe rural areas.

Comparative Analysis

When put into comparison with the education systems of different countries, forexample, Nigerian one
differs greatly from, let’s say, British or American in terms of structure, language, and setting. British
education can be characterized as liberal, asitis quite flexible and aimed at allowing students to develop
theirindividual potential; Besides, the curriculumis aimed at encouraging students to become critical
thinkers, as well as promoting creativity and learning how to learn and find information on one’s own.
Forinstance, the Nigerian education system is characterized by behaviours, knowledge acquisition, a
memorization culture, and emphasis on examination results compared to the socio-cultured learning
environment.

In the UK, the education system s divided into four main stages: primary schooling, secondary schooling,
post-primary schooling, and tertiary schooling. Primary education lasts for six years, followed by
secondary education, whichisdivided into two stages: lower secondary (ages, 11-14 years) & GCSE
lowersector (ages 14-16 years). Key stage 4is based on programmes of study, leading up to GCSE
examinations taken atthe end of this stage, then students can either enter colleges or sixth formsin
orderto getA levels orotherforms of education. UK Higher education features universities and colleges
that provide undergraduate as well as postgraduate education to their students.

Anotherfactorthat sets Nigeriaand the UK apart inrelation to language use in educationis the specific
language thatis used as the medium of instruction, as well as the type of education. It oughtto be
understood that unlike the united states where English is the official language of learning, Nigeriaisa
multilingual nation; hence the incorporation of the local languages at the basiceducation stage cannot
be overemphasised. This modelis not very commoninthe UK unlike Europewherethere is severe use of
both French and English ineducation system. However, the UK also has language support programs for
ESL/EAL studentsand thus thus it well accommodatesfor diversity.
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Autoethnography
Autobiography Ethnography
Self Culture

The educational settings in Nigeriaand the UK are also differentin terms of learning environment
development, learning resources and teaching practices. The facilities within schools across United
Kingdom seemto be relatively better, students have more access to technology for educational
purposes, and there is aversive variety of co-curricular activities astudent can engage in while in school.
Some of the challengesthatare observed at Nigerian school and even more rurally located include the
following ones: The Nigerian schools lack infrastructural facilities, equipment, and qualified and
motivated teachers that are necessary for providing quality education.

Despite these two systems having differencesin their paradigm and practices, both systems aim at
achieving high standards in quality education and shaping the future of their students. :LO2: Other
strategiesthat have beenusedin Nigeriainclude borrowing from other countries such as enhancing
critical thinking so thatis comparable to that of the United Kingdom.

Methodology

Autoethnography as one of the Method in Qualitative Research
Autoethnographyisaresearch approach that entails the mixing of self-accounts with social examination,
makingit highly personalized as well as highly descriptivein the study of educational experiences. This
methodis an approach to qualitative research that focuses on oral storytelling to understand social and
cultural contexts such as advocacy of women by women themselves (Rhactiv, 2018). In contrast with a
range of research paradigms thatemphasize the researcher’s position as detached observer,
autoethnography therefore maintains that the position of the researcher can be a valuable resource.
Theyalso pointed out thatit makesit possible forthe researcherto use theirexperienceinthe act of
interpreting cultural contexts that are inherentin their practices.
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SCIENCE 8

METHODS

The value of autoethnography derives from the detailed exploration of people’s subjective experiences
of the world, aswell as the cultural processes governingtheirlives. Autoethnography is especially
beneficial in educational research when analyzing the richness and density of learning environment,
interactions between teachers and students, orinstitutional practices that can be explained in detail with
the help of narrative and reflexive accounts.

Advantage Disadvantage
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Advantages and Disadvantages of Autoethnography

Autoethnography has several benefits when used as aresearch approach or method. Its exploration of
cultural and education experiences, forinstance, makes it a centralized strength since it furnishes
contextualised findings. Becauseit focuses on the first person, autoethnography paints avibrant, thick
picture behind the data, whichisimportant when one is studying social phenomena. This method
enablesthe researchers to understand how the human personality is influenced by cultural factors and
cultural forcesin particular, thereby implying the social and cultural factor’s influence over human lives.
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Yet, it isalsoimportanttoreveal that there are some concerns regarding autoethnography also.
However, thereare some disadvantages of such lists which include the following One of the main
limitations of such listsis that they can be bias. Autoethnography is not without certain shortcomings
and one of themiis that since autoethnography draws from the lived experience of researcher, it runs
potentiality of being highly subjective or even narcissistic. To avoid this risk, researchers must remain
conscious of how to effectively self-reflectand to avoid falling into the spoonerism trap where you
become the research subjectinstead of staying an observerat a certain critical distance (Chang, 2008).
Also, autoethnography hasits ethical issues thatinvolve personal revelation, the process of narratives
and stories. The nature of the narratives told can be problematicin terms of privacy and confidentiality,
and can become problematicforthe researcherbutalso for others who are represented in the storied
truth.

Research Methodsin Autoethnography

As forthe method usedinthisresearch project, | shall optfora narrative inquiry approach whichis
essential in capturing educational experiences in Nigeria. Whereas narrative inquiry can be defined as
the process of gathering and analyzing the viewpoints of individuals in the form of narratives as a way of
understanding how they perceive theirexperiences. In this case, the data will be obtained from personal
diaries, records, articles, journals, and policies. These sources will produce a pool of narratives
concerning the educational state if Nigeriaand from diverse angles.

The narratives that will be collected will then be analyzed through thematicanalysis, whichisawidely
used methodinresearch thatis geared toward identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns that may be
presentindata(Braun & Clarke, 2006). Thematic analysisis most appropriate to this study given thatitis
a systematicapproach to data analysis, butitalso avoids tight rigid structures. When the datais coded to
establish commonalities, the research will discover the problems that definethe education systemsand
leadership experience prevalentin Nigeria. This will be process will involve several stepsincluding:
creatingan initial list of codes, identifying themes, refining themes, finalizing on the definition and
naming of the themes, and the final report.

Ethical Considerations

Employing ethical considerations are very crucial in autoethnographicresearch given the fact that the
data collectedis personal. The first form of ethical consideration is confidentiality and anonymity. Since
autoethnography calls foradetailed description of personal experiences, there is always the possibility
of exposinginformation about the researcher orotherindividuals. To overcome this, pseudonyms will be
used and specificdetails about the names of people featured in the narratives willbe changed.

Anotherimportant ethical considerationisinformed consent. The people whose narratives or
encountersare featured in the study must be made aware of the purpose of the research and must
agree to be involved. The participants will be required to discuss the objectives of the study, the nature
of the information that will be gathered, and how the information will be utilized.
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Maintaining ethical integrity also requires careful consideration of how to deal with the dynamics of self-
disclosure. Researchers must consideranumber of risks associated with disclosing details of any kind to
themselves and to the audience. To overcome these challenges, reflexive practices, which entail self-
reflective and self-critical analysis and interpretation, will be used. Reflexivity assists in avoiding ethical
misconduct through familiarization with positionality and the predispositions that might affect the
researchers (Tolich, 2010).

Autoethnography

| started my education at the basiclevel in Nigeria, acountry thatis endowed with diverse cultural
importance with education systems that are composite. Asachild | was learninginan environment that
was rich culturally and hence the early learning process had some traditional values infused with the
modern way of life. Itisthus necessary forthe purpose of this autoethnography to considerthe essential
aspects of the educational process and the experiences traversing from the primary education level
through the secondary and even the university level with the cultural and linguistic factors underpinning
the process takeninto account.

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
(higher education)

Master's degree
(higher education)

Duranion of educanion

Primary Education

The primary school | attended in Nigeriafocused on the child’s academic performance as well as was
very particular on the cultural aspect of the child. The teachingand learning was conducted sometimes
in English and the local language, since many schoolsin Nigeria have adopted the policy of dual -linguism.
This approach wasintended to achieve the mastery of the medium of instruction whichis English
without compromising the use and teaching of the primary language and cultural heritage. Besides,
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there were such lessons as mathematics, science, social and culture, and others, which were aimed at
developing ourthoughttraditions, folklore, and history.

This made me realize how the incorporation of the local language together with English into classroom
createsanidentity and enriches one’slearning process. This model of bilingual education was avery
valuable way to offer the comparison and conflict of language and educationin one style and show
different way how it can be beneficial to be diversely linguistically. The focus on culture also helped
fosterpride and identity as citizens, as well as making learning more than knowledge acq uisition: the
traditional cultural values of the people also formed a part of what was being passed down.

Secondary Education

The experience of secondary school educationin Nigeria, therefore, had its positive impact on them. The
move from primary level to secondary level was challenging in that students were exposed to more
serious academics and were thus expected to practice promptness and work ethic. Pupils who proceed
to the secondary level doso atthislevel and the Nigerian educational system provides junior secondary
educationforthree years and senior secondary education foranotherthree years, with aclearaim of
preparing students for national examinations. These include the Junior Secondary School Examination
(JSSE) and; the Senior Secondary Certificate Examination (SSCE) through which one could potentially
qualify for higherlearninginstitutions; notably these examinations put much pressure on learnersto
excel.

As itis with most academicinstitutions, the secondary school had strict learning standards and required
dedication. The curriculum has described to other encompassing subjects such as, mathematics,
sciences, literary and vocational subjects. As education progressed via extracurricular activities like
sportsand cultural clubs, students too developed in the process. However, these years were personally
developingand helped to have adeeperinsightinto one’s nationality.

The stringency to open a new station to generate its revenue put pressure on the students to excelin
National examinations it helped instil discipline and good work ethic. The key strengths of the program
were geared towards academicsuccess and logical analysis of problems assuring me for college studies
and career. In addition, the culture of the school played avital role in nurturing the values within the
society, and theOverall the character built, moral education and the culture promoted in school paved
way for community, respectandresilience in life.

Higher Education

Problems such as gaining admission to a university in Nigeria also came with new possibilities. Tertiary
institutionsin Nigeriaincludes the Universities, Polytechnics and Colleges of Education, which offer
Bachelor’s Degrees, Masters and Doctorate Degrees among others. Pregnant mother gaining admission
inthese school cannotbe a mere achievementinacademicbutactually undergo the various policy
formulated in government body. Another source of stress discussed by many studentsis change from
high school to university life; | found this aspect of my university experience of highinterestand stress.
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As previously illustrated university education enshrined the obtainment of specialized knowledge and
skillsin Nigeria. The academic programmes were intended to give specialized study in differe nt fields as
would enable students to take up employment and also advance their studies. Special attention was paid
to knowledge acquisition through systematic rote learning, as wellas applied skills, exploration, and
analysis.

The predominance of English languagein medium of instruction of higher education enabled access to
numerousinternational opportunities. First, use of English | was able to get all the academicarticles,
interactwith scholars from other parts of the world and be part of the world academiccommunity. On
the same note, following certain local cultures and incorporating local languages and beliefs to some of
the unitsand co-curricular activities served as my strong cultural anchors and made my learning session
richer.

Language and Education

Withinthe learning process, language was an essential tool. The dual language systemin the primary
and secondary education, with the local languages taught together with English offered a special way of
learningthat embraced both the internationaland the cultural horizon of each country. English was
made an official language of instruction and this was very crucial forlearners who wanted skillstojoin
universities and access opportunities from other parts of the world. It has provided amedium for
communication, education and careeradvancement.

Reflection and Conclusion

Thisis a reflective self-study that | have done inthe course of this autoethnography exercise, and it has
assisted me in defining my role inrelation to educational contexts | have encountered. Each narrative
had its own strength; therefore, integrating the personal input with academicanalysis was notan easy
task but was helpfulinyieldingadeeperperception of my educational process. In this connection, | have
been able tolearn notonly the values and beliefs of the Nigerian people butalsothe language usedin
Nigeriainthe process of education.

In thislight, |am able to betterunderstand and assess the roles and effects which the educational
atmosphere has had on my peronal and academicgrowth. Educationin Nigeria enacted a culture of
supportwith emphasis on hard work, discipline, skilland eradicating complacency due to competition
amongschools. These qualities have been helpful in definingthe way | learn and the teaching method
that | employ. The exposure has been an eye openerinthe sense that the process and activities teach
the learners the importance of adoptingthe principles of inclusioninthe learning process as well as
embracing cultural diversity.

The following autoethnographicaccountilluminates the interplay between subjectivity and institutions
of education, as well as enforcing change that is more participant-oriented. Positive appreciation of
cultural and linguisticCD as a strength to be enhanced assures congenial learning environment to the
culturally and linguistically diverse learners. The information obtained from this autoethnographic
process revealsthe importance of sound educational policies and approaches thatincludelanguage
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preservation and recognition, ideas about cultural values, and student-centered learning —all of which
can shape a more meaningful and efficient functioning of the education system.

Drawing from my own experience of educationin Nigeriawherel noticed both the traditions as well as
post-colonial changes, | has observed the interventions language politics makes in culture and education.
The transitionto learnin both English and Spanish due to primary and secondary education, the strict
academicenvironmentand curriculum, along with the challenges and enrichment of higher education
has influenced my personal and academicgrowth.
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